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Our Small Group Leaders, Leadership Coaches, and Volunteer team.

12 individual and family donors who gave special gi�s in 2015/2016.

Over 500 Conventioneers who chose the “Add A Friend” option to bless students 
who requested financial help.

Ministries who have partnered with us:
Compassion Canada, World Renew, and The Embassy

Whatever causes you to wonder,  
we invite you to wonder on in Christ.  
If God is calling you to discover, you  
won’t want to miss out on the adventure.

calvin.edu/go/endless

INFINITE GOD
ENDLESS WONDERENDLESS WONDER
INFINITE GOD

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SUPPORT THE AOYC

Redeemer University College (Platinum)
Youth Unlimited (Gold)

Dordt College (Gold)
Calvin College (Silver)

Liberty University
Houghton College

Heritage Bible College
Trinity Western University
Tyndale University College

OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS



can be big, like 
curing cancer big. Or it can be 
small, like making molecules 
small. It’s about what you choose 
to do on the one hand, and who 
you are on the other. You are 
more than your job, and changing 
the world is more than making 
something or helping someone. 

To change the world, we need to 
listen, communicate, research, 
create. God has a calling for each 
of us, wherever we go. And that 
changes everything.
Including you.

Think you can  
change the world  
from a lab?

 We do.

A degree you can believe in.redeemer.ca

CHANGE



Go to the student blog
TheDordtLife.com

to see what current 
students love about 

Dordt College. 

DISCOVER WHY

STUDENTS ARE CHOOSING
DORDT COLLEGE

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// #MOREATDORDT

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU ON A CAMPUS VISIT! GO TO DORDT.EDU/VISIT TO LEARN MORE.
DORDT.EDU

99.6%
2015 graduates 
who are 
employed or in 
grad school

Choose 
from 90+ 
programs
of study

Vibrant 
Christian 
community



WELCOME

CONNECT WITH US

Welcome to the 2016 All Ontario Youth Convention!

In this handbook, you will find the schedule for the weekend, information about the 
speakers and bands, the available Reach In and Reach Out sessions, and all the 
activities and sports during leisure time, as well as guidelines to help you enjoy the 
weekend.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Chair:

Vice-All:
Administration:

Treasurer:
Worship:

Pastoral Care:
Hospitality & Sponsorship:

Reach Out:
Events:

Communications:
Leadership Development:

Tim Scholman
Henry Valkenburg
Krista Ho�yzer
Liz Teeninga
Ray Heeres
Eleanor Kuyvenhoven
Erin Koetsier
Erika Haveman
David Prins
Natasha Chandler
Brad Bakker
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THEME VERSE
God can do anything, you know—far more than you could ever imagine or guess or 
request in your wildest dreams! He does it not by pushing us around but by working 
within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us.

     Ephesians 3:20 (MSG)

www.allontario.com

AOYConvention

@AllOntario

@allontario

facebook.com/allontario

@allontario



SCHEDULE
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SATURDAY

FRIDAY
5:00 - 7:45 pm

7:30 pm

8:00 - 9:30 pm

9:30 - 10:30 pm

10:30 - 11:15 pm

11:30 pm

Registration

Doors Open

Worship Celebration 1

Pizza Party

Small Groups

Lights Out

Bricker Academic

Athletics Complex

Athletics Complex

Dining Courtyard

Dorms

7:00 - 8:30 am

8:15 am

9:00 - 11:00 am

11:15 - 12:00 pm

12:00 - 1:30 pm

1:30 - 2:05 pm

2:10 - 2:45 pm

2:50 - 3:25 pm

3:30 - 5:30 pm

3:30 - 5:30 pm

5:30 - 7:00 pm

6:45 pm

7:30 - 9:00 pm

10:00 - 11:30 pm

11:45 pm

Breakfast

Doors Open

Worship Celebration 2

Small Groups

Lunch

Reach In 1

Reach In 2

Reach In 3

Reach Out

Leisure Time

Dinner

Doors Open

Entertainment
Eric Samuel Timm

Worship Celebration 3

Lights Out

Dining Hall

Athletics Complex

Athletics Complex

Dorms

Dining Hall

Bricker Academic

Bricker Academic

Bricker Academic

Bricker Academic

Dining Hall

Athletics Complex

Athletics Complex

Dorms

PAGELOCATION

12-13

12-13

12-13

14

10



SCHEDULE

SUNDAY

MONDAY
7:00 - 8:30 am

8:45 - 9:30 am

9:30 am

10:00 - 12:00 pm

12:00 pm

Breakfast

Small Groups

Doors Open

Worship Celebration 6

Deregistration

Bagged Lunch

Dining Hall

Dorms

Athletics Complex

Athletics Complex

Bricker Academic

7:00 - 8:30 am

8:15 am

9:00 - 11:00 am

11:00 - 12:00 pm

12:00 - 1:30 pm

1:30 - 2:30 pm

2:30 - 3:15 pm

3:30 - 4:15 pm

4:30 - 6:00 pm

5:30 - 7:00 pm

7:00 - 8:30 pm

7:15 pm

8:30 - 10:30 pm

10:30 - 11:15 pm

11:30 pm

Breakfast

Doors Open

Worship Celebration 4

Reach Outs

Lunch

Small Groups

Reach In 4

Reach In 5

Leisure Time

Dinner

Leisure Time

Doors Open

Worship Celebration 5

Small Groups

Lights Out

Dining Hall

Athletics Complex

Athletics Complex

Athletics Complex

Dining Hall

Dorms

Bricker Academic

Bricker Academic

Dining Hall

Athletics Complex

Athletics Complex

Dorms

15-17

15-17

11

11

LOCATION PAGE
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MAIN STAGE
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Albert Tate is the founder and lead 
pastor of Fellowship Monrovia in 
California. He’s a dynamic 
communicator who is passionate 
about sharing the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ with the local and global church. 
Albert is married to the love of his life, 
LaRosa – together they have three 
beautiful children Zoe, Bethany and 
Isaac.

Albert serves on the Board of Trustees 
at Azusa Pacific University & Fuller 
Youth Institute. He was recently 
published in Letters to a Birmingham 
Jail: A Response to the Words and 
Dreams of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

WORSHIP BAND

MC

SPEAKERS
ALBERT TATE

He's been interviewed by National 
Geographic, swam with crocodiles 
(unknowingly), guarded the President 
of the USA, can read ancient Greek, 
and ate muskrat. 

Andy is currently working as a pastor 
at Hamilton Christian Fellowship. He is 
married to Jessa and is dad to a cuddly 
little girl named Wynnie.

ANDY LUCHIES

Andrew is the director of music at 
Connexus Church in Barrie, Ontario. 
Prior to joining Connexus, Andrew 
toured extensively with his band, Turn 
o� the Stars. He and his wife Melissa 
have two beautiful girls.  When he 
doesn’t have a guitar in his hands, you 
might find him enjoying cottage life 
with his family, or checking out new 
musicians around the city.

ANDREW WALKER

ERIC SAMUEL TIMM

DRAMA TEAM

We’re excited to welcome 
performance artists Jennifer Toews, 
Julia Stephen, and Kara DeJong, with 
writers Diana Bronsema, Kristal 
Hooyer, and Spencer Bloomfield.

They’ll be helping us to enter in to 
worship through drama twice during 
Celebration Sessions.

REDEEMER UNIVERSITY

As an orator, author, artist, and 
visionary, Eric Samuel Timm 
captivates audiences with his unique 
multidimensional experiential style. 

Eric’s mastery as a communicator is 
only enhanced by beautiful and 
unforgettable live-art performances. 

Eric creates or catapults vision, 
bringing key moments to reality for a 
wide variety of audiences.



PRAYER
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Back by popular demand, it’s a quiet, reflective space to meet God. You don’t have to 
sign up (unless you’re coming with your small group during small group time). Just 
show up when it’s open. You can stay for a few minutes or a few hours. Don’t miss it – 
for some people it’s the highlight of the weekend.

Sign up at the Prayer Experience booth at the back of the auditorium, open all 
weekend before and a�er Worship Celebrations, or in the hallway outside the prayer 
spaces. The following prayer options are located directly above the Dining Hall. Follow 
the signs.

PRAYER SANCTUARY

Make sure you sign up for this one. It’s an hour long journey that can change your life. 
Meditate at 11 interactive “stations” through a multimedia experience. Draw close to 
God in an intentional way throughout this labyrinth.

PRAYER LABYRINTH

Journey with Jesus in his final days on earth. Slow down and experience God for 
yourself. Walk through the Bible story by touching, feeling and seeing things that 
represent Jesus’ path to the Cross. No sign up necessary.

JOURNEY TO THE CROSS

You can be part of this in three ways – sign up by yourself, with your leader, or as a 
small group! These are 30 minute sessions where you can share your spiritual heart in 
a safe place. Hear from God to set your compass going forward. Meet with Andy, Lina, 
or Douglas, Spiritual Directors who will guide the way.

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION

Free professional Christian counselling is available for both youth and leaders.
Sign up to meet with Charles or Sandra in 30 minutes time slots. Come by yourself, 
with a friend, or with a leader. 

CHRISTIAN COUNSELLING

Creativity comes alive at the Art Den! Express yourself in painting, drawing, writing, 
sculpting or doodling. All materials supplied. Sign up at the back of the auditorium to 
use the Art Den during one of your small group times, or come and participate during 
leisure time. It is located in Bricker Academic 112.

ART DEN



CAUSES
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World Renew envisions a world where people experience and extend Christ's 
compassion and live together in hope as God's community. Their mission is to engage 
God's people in redeeming resources and developing gi�s in collaborative activities of 
love, mercy, justice, and compassion.

At AOYC 2016, World Renew’s goal is to help small-scale farmers in Mozambique, 
Honduras, Mali, Bangladesh and Tanzania learn sustainable agriculture practices that 
will nourish the land and equip them to feed their families. Please prayerfully consider 
joining us.

WORLD RENEW

Compassion’s child sponsorship program helps children develop healthy minds, 
bodies, and relationships while discovering God’s love for them. For just over 40 
dollars a month, you can make an eternal di�erence in the life of a child. 

Here’s how it works:

  •  Children attend activities at a local church each week
  •  Children enjoy a healthy meal or snack
  •  Children receive regular health check-ups, dental care and routine vaccinations
  •  Children get to go to school, receive vocational training and be tutored as needed
  •  Children participate in sports, field trips, and art, where they get to just be kids
  •  Children find hope in the gospel through Christian teaching and discipleship

COMPASSION CANADA

At this time, 2 years ago, I decided to sponsor a child although I wasn’t sure 
what it would involve.  A couple of months ago, I went on a mission trip to 
Nicaragua and was able to meet my sponsored child (Jose) and his mom.  I 
couldn’t stop thinking about what it would be like.  Sure, I wrote him a letter 
every couple of months, but when I was told I could meet him, I got scared.  
What would this 6 year old and his mom think of me? Would I live up to his 
expectations of me?  When we were introduced, he jumped up and ran to me, 
giving me the biggest hug I have ever gotten.  Then his mom came over and 
hugged me and suddenly I realized that sponsoring a child is so much more 
than just writing letters and sending pictures every now and then.  Sponsoring 
a child is building a relationship, it’s giving them another person to be loved 
by.  It’s being blessed by blessing him by giving him opportunities that would 
otherwise be very di�icult for him to obtain.

- Kelly Koetsier, AOYC Conventioneer



ACTIVITIES
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The AOYC Lounge (open during all Leisure Time slots)
Torque Room, Arts “E” Wing

Come and hang out, enjoy free co�ee, play some card games, board games, Guitar 
Hero, or Wii. Outdoor equipment is available for sign-out. New this year - show o� your 
LEGO building skills!

Open Mic - Do you love to sing and/or play guitar? Come to the AOYC Lounge during 
Leisure Time and share your musical gi�s on the open mic. Sign up during at 
registration or in the AOYC Lounge, or just show up and wait for a spot.

FRIDAY

The AOYC Lounge (see above)
Torque Room, Arts “E” Wing

Art Den (3:30 - 5:30 pm)
Bricker Academic BA 112

Allow yourself to be inspired by the Holy Spirit and connect with God on an artistic 
level. All materials are provided - just come with an open heart and your creativity!

Sports (3:30 - 5:30 pm)
Alumni Field & University Stadium

An AOYC tradition - sports tournaments! Saturday is soccer and dodgeball. Remember 
to sign up as a team or an individual in Bricker Academic during registration on Friday.

Swimming  (3:30 - 5:30 pm)
Athletics Complex 

Swimming is at the WLU pool in the Athletics Complex.

SATURDAY

FREE COFFEE
@ the AOYC Lounge

(during breakfast and
leisure time every day.)
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The AOYC Lounge (open during all Leisure Time slots)
Torque Room, Arts “E” Wing

Come and hang out, enjoy free co�ee, play some card games, board games, Guitar 
Hero, or Wii. Outdoor equipment is available for sign-out. New this year - show o� your 
LEGO building skills!

Open Mic - Do you love to sing and/or play guitar? Come to the AOYC Lounge during 
Leisure Time and share your musical gi�s on the open mic. Sign up during at 
registration or in the AOYC Lounge, or just show up and wait for a spot.

Art Den (4:30 - 6:00 pm, 7:00 - 8:30 pm)
Bricker Academic BA 112

Allow yourself to be inspired by the Holy Spirit and connect with God on an artistic 
level. All materials are provided - just come with an open heart and your creativity!

Sports (4:30 - 6:00 pm, 7:00 - 8:30 pm)
Alumni Field & University Stadium

Day two of the sports tournaments! Look for the sign up sheets ahead of time. Sign up 
as a team or individual. Ultimate Frisbee Tournament at the Alumni Field, and Ball 
Hockey in the gym at the University Stadium. 

Swimming  (4:30 - 6:00 pm)
Athletics Complex 

Swimming is at the WLU pool in the Athletics Complex.

SUNDAY
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LEADER’S MANUAL

WELCOME LOUNGE
FRIDAY DURING REGISTRATION

We welcome you to the AOYC as leaders and are glad to have you here! The next few 
pages of the handbook contain the information you need as a leader.

When you arrive to register, you will be invited to the Leaders’ Lounge for 
refreshments. This will be a time to meet other leaders including your Leadership 
Coach. You will be greeted by Brad Bakker, Patty Schuurman and Cindy 
Schreutelkamp, organizers of Leadership Coaches (LC’s) and Small Group Leaders 
(SGL‘s). This will be a time for all SGLs to meet and talk with their LCs, enjoy a drink 
and snack and connect with many people you haven’t seen since last year. 
Information will be given regarding your roles and responsibilities at this time.

LEADERS’ SESSION
FRIDAY NIGHT AT 9:15-10:00 PM
Please come to Bricker Academic room BA101 for our leaders’ meeting, both LC’s and 
SGL’s. During this time together, we will touch on a few essential details for the 
weekend and then spend time in our leadership groups getting to know each other, 
praying together and sharing any questions or concerns.

Brad, Patty and Cindy and the LCs will be sticking around Bricker Academic a�er to 
answer any additional questions and go over any concerns. If this is your first or 
second time as a leader at AOYC please make sure to come see us and chat – we would 
love to help in any way possible.

Food and drinks will be served.



LETTER TO LEADERS
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Dear Leaders,

Welcome to the 2016 All Ontario Youth Convention! We, as the AOYC Planning Team, 
are so excited for everything that God has planned for this weekend! We want to thank 
you for your willingness to attend AOYC and pour into the lives of the youth.

This year’s theme is: MORE. The theme verse comes from Ephesians 3:20 (MSG): “God 
can do anything you know – far MORE than you could ever imagine or guess or request 
in your wildest dreams! He does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, 
his Spirit deeply and gently within us.” 

I think when many of us read this verse we focus on the “God can do anything” piece 
and start dreaming about all we know God is capable of. As I have reflected on this 
verse over the past year it is the second part of the verse that gets me excited. “He 
does it not by pushing us around but by working within us ...” We get to participate in 
the MORE life that God promises. God gave us the gi� of the Holy Spirit to live in us and 
through the Holy Spirit we have been given the gi�s of participating in the impossible. 

As a planning team, we have worked collectively to help provide meaningful 
experiences during the Worship Celebrations, Reach Ins (including a 
spiritual-gi�-focused Saturday a�ernoon session!), small group discussions, 
one-on-one conversations, and through the leadership groups. We want everyone at 
AOYC to experience the MORE life. We are blessed to have a fantastic line-up of 
speakers, session leaders, music leaders and so much more. On top of all of this we 
also have YOU!

THANK YOU for coming as a SGL or LC! We value your involvement during this 
important weekend. We trust that God will provide all that you stand in need of as you 
lead your group. Not only do we appreciate your time and willingness to be a leader 
here at the AOYC, but we also want to remind you that we are one Body, here to work 
together, to encourage, support and challenge each other. Please know that as 
organizers we are all praying for you and are happy to help you.

For the SGLs we hope that you appreciate the Leadership Coaches that will walk 
alongside you throughout the AOYC weekend. Please give us feedback in how you 
think this role went and can be adapted to support the SGLs--SGLs you are in direct 
contact with the youth this weekend and we want you to be and to feel fully 
supported.

In this manual, you have information to help guide you throughout the weekend. 
Please use this as a reference for the activities and events that will take place. Also, 
there are helpful points that will guide the way you interact with members of your 
group.

Blessings as you experience God this weekend.

Brad Bakker
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PHONEPOSITIONNAME

Tim Scholman

Dave Flikkema

Brad Bakker

Andrea Vandepol
Alyssa Short
Tori Poelman

Krista Ho�yzer

Charles Tapp
Sandra Eckersley

Andy Groen
Lina van der Wel
Douglas Horst

Chair

Safety Team

LC/ SGL Organizer

Nurses

Administration

Counsellors

Spiritual Directors

1-866-744-7377

1-866-765-7888

1-519-588-8365

1-866-878-1777

1-866-438-5777

1-613-922-5094
1-613-870-0976

1-905-379-8082
1-647-801-5003
1-905-769-9104
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GENERAL POLICIES

CODE OF ETHICS

1. Corporal punishment (slapping, hitting, and pushing) is not permitted. 
2. Abusive verbal discipline (yelling, insulting, and threatening) is not permitted. 
3. Parent(s) are to be informed and involved whenever a youth misbehaves beyond 

minor correction, or if a pattern of misbehaviour increases. 
4. Concerns about a youth’s behaviour or the appropriate response to a youth’s 

behaviour should be reported to the Discipline Committee. Small Group Leaders, 
Leadership Coaches, and any Planning Committee members other than those on 
the Discipline Committee are not to impose discipline on any youth.

 5. Just as the behaviour of the youth must reflect their age and level of 
comprehension, discipline must reflect their age and level of comprehension. 

6. Youth leaders may meet with the youth one-to-one if necessary. Any such meetings 
should occur in public (example: door ajar or in a main area). For longer contacts, 
wherever possible, parents should be notified. If it is not in the best interest of the 
child to notify the parents, a supervisor should be notified. 

7. Adequate supervision should be present for all mixed-group activities. 
8. While the appropriate display of a�ection is o�en part of conveying support and 

encouragement to one another, such displays can be misinterpreted. Therefore, 
displays of a�ection between volunteers and youth ought to be limited to actions 
such as a brief hug, an arm around the shoulder, an open-handed pat on the back, 
a handclasp or a handshake, or a light touch of the forearm. Restrict these displays 
to a public area. Any participant’s (either youth or leader) right to refuse such 
displays of a�ection will be respected. Alternative non-physical displays of 
a�ection (wink, encouraging compliment) can be used. 

1. My first priority in teaching/supervising/leading youth will be to seek the welfare of 
the youth physically, socially, educationally, and spiritually.

2. I will also try to understand and respect the youth's cultural background. 
3. I will not do anything that will damage the trust of a youth. I will try to protect the 

youth from all forms of abuse while he or she is in my care.
4. If I suspect that a youth may be hurt by the abusive actions or attitudes of another 

person, I will report that suspicion to a responsible person so that it can be 
investigated properly.

5. If I wish to talk to the youth alone, it will be within the sight and sound of other 
people.

6. I will answer the question of a youth openly and honestly.
7. If a youth is distressed, I will try to o�er comfort and help. I will encourage the 

youth to find appropriate help for their needs.



SMALL GROUP LEADERS
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Small Groups is an essential and transforming part of the convention. Yes...the 
speakers are awesome, the music is fantastic, and the seminars challenging, but all 
these experiences come into focus during Small Group time. 

You are responsible to prepare for six small group sessions throughout the weekend: 
Friday night, Saturday and Sunday morning and evening, and Monday morning. There 
will be 7-10 youth in your small group. 

SGLs, along with their LCs, are responsible for:
• Ensuring all the youth abide by the rules in the convention handbook.
• Ensuring youth follow curfew, as well as obey the dress code and code of conduct 
throughout the day.
• Writing out attendance on a post-it note (to be provided) at the beginning of each 
small group session. Your LC will pick up each post-it note and take attendance.
• Preparing for each small group session.

Just to get you started, here are some ice-breakers you could try for the first session:

TIME BOMB
Invite the small group to sit (facing inwards) in a circle. You will need a small ball 
(some object) to be the ‘bomb’. Someone is selected to start with the ‘bomb’. He then 
has to call out someone’s name and throw the ‘bomb’ to them. That person has 2 
seconds only to say someone else’s name and throw the ‘bomb’ to them.  You leave 
the game if you hold the ball for too long, don’t say someone’s name before you 
throw, or do such a poor throw it cannot be caught by the next person. A very simple 
game but it can get very fast and furious. Try it with 2 ‘bombs’!

OBJECT STORIES
Collect together a number of objects and place in a canvas or dark coloured plastic 
bag. The objects can include everyday items i.e. a pencil, key-ring, mobile phone, but 
also include some more unusual ones i.e. a fossil, holiday photograph, wig!  Pass the 
bag around the group and invite each young person to dip their hand into the bag 
(without looking) and pull out one of the objects. The leader begins a story which 
includes his object. A�er 20 seconds, the next person takes up the story and adds 
another 20 seconds, incorporating the object they are holding. And so on, until 
everyone has made a contribution to your epic literary tale. Let imaginations run wild!

IF I WERE...
One great icebreaker game that works well with Christian groups is If I Were. The 
group simply takes turns saying statements that begin with “If I were . . .” For example, 
“If I were a flower, I would be a daisy, because it is simple and pretty.” Some other 
categories are, “If I were a . . . food, animal, President, song, movie, book, car, airline, 
city, country, etc.” For younger children, it might be best to give the prompt and let 
them finish the statement. Sometimes you get some really funny statements that will 
make everyone laugh.
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PAPER AIRPLANES
Everyone makes a paper airplane and writes their name and two questions to ask 
someone else. On cue, everyone throws their airplane around the room, picks up 
others’ airplanes, and keeps throwing them. The leader says stop a�er one or two 
minutes. Everyone must have one paper airplane. They must find the owner of the 
airplane they have and answer the questions on the airplane. Each person then 
introduces the owner of the airplane they have to the group.

IF YOU COULD…. 
Choose your age forever, what age would you choose and why? Have 3 wishes 
granted, what would they be? Have an endless supply of any food, what would you 
get? Ask Christ to change one problem in the world today, what would you like him to 
change? Be an Olympic athlete, what sport would you compete in? Be in the movie of 
your choice, what movie would you choose and what character would you play? Be 
someone else, who would you be? Buy a car right now, what would you buy? Change 
anything about yourself, what would you change? Choose an imaginary friend, who 
would you choose and why?

Helpful Tips for SGLs
• Be yourself. Don’t act ‘cool’ in the sense of being someone you aren’t in order to fit 

in. Youth appreciate authenticity. Being real is cool.
• Ask open ended questions like, “What do you think?” or “How do you feel about...?” 
• Remember the all-important follow-up question to a question that requires a ‘yes’ 

or ‘no’: Why?
• Don’t be preachy, but do be open. Share stories and experiences of life that connect 

to the theme of the weekend. If you aren’t willing to share, the youth won’t either. 
• Be okay with silence. Don’t worry, silence means they are at least thinking about 

the question. If you feel uncomfortable with the silence, they will too.
• Your first response to the first answer during your first small group gathering is 

crucial. Be excited about it. Say something like, “Great answer!” or, “That is 
incredibly insightful!” or, “Wow! That is fascinating!” Teens love that 
encouragement. It builds up immediate trust, and motivates them to share more.

• Don’t debate. Allow their answers – even wrong ones – to sit for a while.
• If there is a question you don’t know, be honest, and say “I don’t know.” Youth 

appreciate honesty, and need it to be modelled for them. Tell them you will seek 
out the answer before your next gathering. 

• Encourage the youth to take notes during the talks or give them a piece of paper 
and pen and ask them to write down one or two things that struck them during the 
service. Model this for them.

• If things aren’t progressing, spend some time just getting to know each other, play 
some games, and talk about life. Don’t feel you need to get through all the 
questions – the relationship is key and spending time with them and sharing life is 
o�en what they will remember more than the questions you asked. 

• Make use of the di�erent resources available for small groups such as the prayer 
rooms, art den or spiritual directors.
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An LC has two primary responsibilities: one to a select number of Small Group Leaders 
(SGLs) under your care; the other to the youth within these small groups. First, in your 
responsibility to your SGLs, your job is to encourage, upli�, support, pray for and hold 
to account their work. You will have roughly 7-10 SGLs accountable to you. The hope is 
that you have a daily meeting spot planned out with your SGL to go over logistics. 
Keep in mind the following important responsibilities:

•  Contact those in your leadership group in advance of the AOYC weekend so you 
can get to know them and be prepared to support them.

•  Pray, pray, pray – pray for those in your leadership group and the youth they will 
be in contact with, come early to convention to use the prayer spaces to 
experience and understand what is available so you can encourage the small 
group leaders to make use of all the resources at AOYC.

•  If you notice a small group not meeting, or are meeting for a very short time, you 
need to discuss this with the small group leader.

•  If you notice anything unusual or inappropriate, report it to the Safety Team.
•  During each small group session, your SGLs will place the attendance of the small 

group on their door of their meeting place to indicate all teens present. Your job is 
to pick up these post-it notes during small group sessions and take attendance 
with a sheet which will be provided for you.

•  Be available daily to the SGLs in your leadership group for anything they may want 
to talk about. Meet briefly daily with your leadership group to pray, upli�, share 
and encourage each other.

An LC is important because like all coaches, you are asked to motivate, to encourage, 
to li� up, and to hold accountable your SGLs. Your job is like glue that keeps the small 
group intact and safe.

Second, your job is to ensure that all youth attend each small group’s devotion. Keep 
in mind these important responsibilities.

•  Check your assigned building for anyone skipping mandatory events.
•  If any youth are missing (a�er a thorough check of their rooms, the building, etc), 

report to the Safety Team, who will follow-up.
•  Do NOT leave your dorm a�er curfew. You are responsible for the youth inside your 

respective building, while the Safety Team is responsible for the youth outside.
•  At least one LC should be awake until the Safety Team gives the okay.
•  LCs and SGLs are responsible to ensure all youth abide by the rules in the 

convention handbook. 
•  You are responsible to ensure all SGLs and youth within your small groups know 

where the emergency exits are in your dorm. This will require finding a meeting 
place for all your small groups outside the building in case of an emergency 
evacuation. The exits and your particular location should be communicated to 
their small group at their first meeting. This is to ensure that, in case of evacuation, 
the SGL confirms all their youth are accounted for, the LC confirms all their small 
groups are accounted for, and the Safety Team can then ensure all attendees are 
accounted for. 
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FRIDAY NIGHT
LC Checklist

•  Set a time and place each day to share, encourage, and pray with your leadership 
group

•  Introduce yourself to each SGL in your leadership group
•  Decide where each small group will convene if building is evacuated
•  During Small Groups time, collect post-it notes from outside the doors and take 

attendance
•  One LC will obtain the attendance sheet from the Safety Team
•  Ensure youth are calm and remain in their room
•  Decide which LC will stay up until Safety Team Leader gives the okay
•  Pray for the small groups going on, that the Holy Spirit would guide the SGLs and 

the youth would be open and honest in their conversations

SGL Checklist
•  Will have time to meet with your LC and your leadership group to get to know 

everyone, go over safety tips and pray heading into the weekend
•  Before Small Groups
    •  Read Abuse Policy before your first Small Group meeting
    •  Familiarize yourself with contact list and lanyard colours (nurses, safety, etc)
•  Tell youth that they must be at small group meetings as this is where the Safety 

Team checks in and ensures that all conventioneers are present and accounted for
•  Tell youth that the AOYC is required by law to immediately report any minors who 

cannot be accounted for during night hours to their parents. If they are not present 
at small group and are not in their rooms, their parents must be notified 
immediately

•  Tell youth to complete the Damage Reports as soon as possible in Small Group so 
that they will not get charged for damages

•  Tell youth if they lose keys, they will have to pay. If they have lost their keys or 
anything else they can go to the AOYC information desk at the back of the gym to 
the lost and found

•  Ask if any youth came by themselves – make a point to connect with those youth 
each day

•  Encourage the youth to make use of the counsellors, spiritual directors and prayer 
spaces 

•  Spend Small Group time getting to know each other with an ice-breaker
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SATURDAY MORNING
LC Checklist

•  Encourage those in your leadership group to make use of the counsellors, spiritual 
directors and prayer spaces.  Sign up early as spaces fill up quickly 

• Meet with Leadership Team in cafeteria at 1:00pm
• Ensure your leadership group knows when and where to meet and when and where 

you will be available during the day
• Pray for the small groups going on, that the Holy Spirit would guide the SGLs and 

the youth would be open and honest in their conversations
• Encourage SGLs and their youth to take advantage of the treasure hunt opportunity 

on Sunday morning during small group time 
• Discuss the spiritual gi� test and remind the SGLs to complete it with youth during 

their morning small group time

SGL Checklist
• Have everyone in your small group complete the Spiritual Gi� Test so they are 

prepared for the Reach Ins in the a�ernoon. Remind youth that the Reach Ins are 
mandatory

• Ensure youth know that counsellors are available at the back of the gym during 
each main session, and the rest of the time can be found at the Prayer Area

• Make sure the youth know about all the opportunities during free time and 
encourage them to read about Reach Ins to pick which one they want to attend

• Encourage youth to consider doing the Reach Out during free time today

SATURDAY NIGHT
LC Checklist

•  See checklist for Friday night
• Remind SGLs that the leader’s breakfast is in the Atrium (walk east through Bricker 

Academic) starting at 7am on Sunday and that Adam Shepski will be sharing with 
us starting at 7:30 - attendance is mandatory 

• Small groups will be occuring during the evening session - pray that this will be a 
powerful experience for the youth and that the Holy Spirit will be working in them 
as we spend time praying over them. A�er the session you and the SGLs will be 
required to take attendance in the dorms and report to safety. Make sure all the 
youth are accounted for before heading to bed

SGL Checklist
•  Small groups will be occuring during the evening session on Saturday night in the 

gym. Make sure to take attendance a�er the Saturday evening worship session 
when you get back to the dorms. You need to ensure all the youth in your small 
group are accounted for before going to bed that night 
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SUNDAY MORNING
LC Checklist

•  Be in the Atrium at 7am for breakfast and to hear Adam Shepski encourage us in 
our prayer life and speak about our identity in Christ

• Meet with Leadership Team a�er Adam’s talk in Atrium
• Pray for the small groups going on, that the Holy Spirit would guide the SGLs and 

the youth would be open and honest in their conversations
•  Pray with your leadership group and answer any questions they may have
• Meet with the leadership team at the cafeteria at 2:00pm

SGL Checklist
•  Remind youth that Reach Ins are mandatory
•  Make sure the youth know about opportunities during free time and encourage 

them to read the descriptions so they know which one they want to attend

SUNDAY NIGHT
LC Checklist

•  See checklist for Friday night
•  Pray for the small groups going on, that the Holy Spirit would guide the SGLs and 

the youth would be open and honest in their conversations

SGL Checklist
•  Take attendance on post-it notes and place it on the outside of your small group 

meeting space door
•  Be aware of any youth in your group that were moved by the service or went up 

front to the cross

MONDAY MORNING
LC Checklist

•  Pray for the small groups going on, that the Holy Spirit would guide the SGLs and 
the youth would be open and honest in their conversations

•  Pray with your leadership group and li� them up as they head back home to their 
local churches

• Meet with leadership team in cafeteria at 8:15am

SGL Checklist
•  Review deregistration with the youth:

•  Drop o� lanyards at deregistration
•  Remind youth that their evaluation form will be emailed to them soon
•  Bill to come in the mail for missing keys
•  Bag lunch will be provided at registration
•  Allow those from Classis Eastern Canada (Eastern League) to go first at 

deregistration
•  Pray for safety on the roads, courage when they go home and give thanks that the 

Holy Spirit will continue to be present and guide their life as they leave AOYC
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Small groups are a time to dig in to what the youth have been learning and 
experiencing throughout the weekend. Make sure you allow yourself space to 
prepare for these times. Make some notes during the sessions with things that 
caught your attention or you felt God put on your heart. One good way to get the 
youth engaged during small groups is to ask them to write one or two points 
during the talks and reach-ins that struck them. This will give them focus during 
the sessions and also a starting point for conversations during small group times. 
Give them a piece of paper and pen before each session so they can jot some 
notes/points down. 

FRIDAY NIGHT - MORE LOVE
Start with introductions and an icebreaker. If you don’t get to questions tonight, 

don’t worry. Spend time getting to know your group.
• Why have you decided to attend the AOYC this year?
• What is one thing you are hoping to find/experience at the AOYC?
• What did you appreciate about what the speaker shared this evening?
• How has something the speaker shared challenged or encouraged you?
• What do you have to do to be loved by God? Answer Hint: nothing
• Where have you experienced Jesus tonight?
• Bonus Question: What do you think it means to experience Jesus?  

SATURDAY MORNING - MORE UNITED
During your small group time this morning you will all be completing the Spiritual 

Gi� Test. This will be used as a guide for the youth (and leaders) when selecting 
reach-ins to attend in the a�ernoon. See the Spiritual Gi� Test for details and 
instructions. Encourage the youth to attend the seminar in which the test 
suggests they have a specific gi� and then to also attend one that interests them. 
Let them know they will be able to attend three di�erent reach-ins. 

Here are some questions to go through if you have time a�er completing the 
Spiritual Gi� Test:

What was your favourite part about this morning’s worship experience and why?
Why is it important to know your spiritual gi�s?
How will knowing your spiritual gi�s change the way you live?
Why is unity in the body of Christ so important?
Have you had much teaching on the spiritual gi�s? What has your experience with 

them been like?
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Feel free to use these questions at some point on Sunday or Monday!

There is a good chance that the youth in your small group have never had an 
experience like they did on Saturday night. Encourage them to share about their 
experience and how/what they felt during the times of prayer. Ask questions like:

• What was the prayer experience like for you?  How did you feel? Did you feel or 
experience anything while you were being prayed over? 

• How did you feel while praying over your friends?
• Where would you like to see the Holy Spirit move in your life or in the life of 

someone else?
• What do you think it means to live more awake?
• What is something you can do in your life that will remind you to keep your eyes 

open for what God might be doing?
• How were the Reach Ins on Saturday a�ernoon? Which sessions did you attend?
• What was one thing that struck you during your reach-in sessions this a�ernoon?
• Do you feel like the test and sessions gave you a better understanding of some of 

your gi�s?

Spend some time thinking about which of the three opportunities (page 14) you are 
going to participate in a�er the Celebration Session on Sunday as you step out and 
become BOLD.

EXTRA MATERIAL: MORE AWAKE

Spend time talking about which of the three exercises the youth in your small group 
attended. Ask questions like:
• Have you done anything like the activities you participated in earlier?
• What were your expectations heading into the activity?
• How did God show up for you during the activity?
• What does “taking a step of faith” mean to you?  What does that look like?
• Are you afraid to pray?  Why? Where did you learn how to pray?
• What are some of your dreams? Have you prayed to ask God to help you with those   
    dreams?

If your youth are feeling bold, spend time praying over each other and asking those in 
your group if there is anything you/the group can be praying for. 

Next, lead your group in writing a letter to themselves. This letter will be mailed to 
each conventioneer later in the year as a reminder of the things we’ve learned and 
God’s invitation to be more bold. This might be a bit challenging, uncomfortable, or 
awkward for some, but all letters will be completely private and envelopes should be 
sealed before they are given back to you. Please lead by example and write a letter to 
yourself too! See the sheets given to you by your GLC for more instructions.

SUNDAY MORNING - MORE BOLD
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The youth participated in an activity a�er this morning’s worship. Spend some time 
asking them about their experience. 
• Which morning activity did you participate in?
• Where did you see God move? 
• Where did you experience God?
 
During this evening’s talk, our focus was on the freedom we can receive when we fully 
give our lives to Christ. Spend some time discussing the following:
• What was your main take away from tonight’s session?
• How would you define freedom? What does it mean to be free in Christ?
• How do you live like you are free?
• Do you know the things in your life that distract you from Jesus?
• Name one area where you saw God move today.
• What gets you excited in your day to day life?  How can Jesus be a part of that?

This a�ernoon’s Reach Ins focused on tough issues that people deal with on a regular 
basis. Spend some time discussing the following:
• What reach-in sessions did you go to this a�ernoon? Which one was your highlight?
• Why did you pick this topic?
• What is one takeaway you can apply in your life or use to help as you walk alongside 
a friend dealing with something from this a�ernoon’s session?

SUNDAY EVENING - MORE FREEDOM

MONDAY MORNING - MORE THANKFUL
This morning is the last opportunity to spend in small groups with your youth. Make 
sure they are prepared to head home and that their rooms are cleaned and bags 
packed before this morning’s session.  Spend some time reflecting on the weekend:

• What was the highlight of your weekend?
• What is one thing you are going to take away and apply in your life?
• What is one thing you learned about God this weekend?
• What is one thing you learned about yourself this weekend?
• How will you remind yourself of the things you have learned?
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Lectio Divina

Learning to communicate with God is absolutely essential for having a vital, growing 
relationship with Him. You may have been taught how to talk to God in prayer, but 
very few people ever teach us how to listen to God. The speaker talked about ways 
God speaks to us and gave some suggestions on learning how to listen to Him. Now 
you have an opportunity to learn a spiritual practice dating from the third century to 
help you hear God’s voice. This practice is called Lectio Divina which is Latin for 
“divine reading.” This time honoured spiritual practice is a powerful tool that can help 
you hear God speaking to you through His Holy living word, the Bible.  Select a Bible 
passage and follow the following guide:

Lectio – reading and listening 

Here is how it works. Your small group leader will choose a portion of scripture. 
He/she will slowly read through the scripture two times. As they do, pay special 
attention to a word, phrase, or group of words that catches your interest. The leader 
will then ask each person in the group to share a word, words, or phrase that got your 
attention. Don’t explain why you choose those words at this point. Just share the 
words. 

Meditatio – pondering 

Then the leader will slowly read through the scripture a third time. This time pay 
attention to feelings, images, pictures, thoughts, or memories that come to your mind 
as you think about the words. The leader will give you about five minutes of silence to 
just focus on and meditate on the phrase, word, or group of words that caught your 
attention. If your mind starts to wander, pull it back to the words and ask God what He 
wants to say to you through those words. A�er five minutes of silence, ask each person 
to share with the group what they heard God say. 

Oratio – responding 

Once everyone has shared, the leader will slowly read the passage a fourth time and 
then give you a time to silently (or you may wish to take turns praying “out loud”) 
“talk” to God about what He revealed to you. Did He reveal more of His love to you? 
Ask Him to help you receive His love. Did He point out something He loves about you? 
Did He show you that He has been there in your life? Thank Him. Did you discover 
something new about Heavenly Father? Praise Him!

Contemplatio – resting

A�er a few more minutes of prayer, the leader will read through the passage one last 
time. This will be followed by a few minutes of silence for you to rest in and enjoy 
being in God’s presence. When a few minutes have passed, the leader will say, 
“Amen,” and you will have completed Lectio Divina. 

Resources
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O�er to lead the youth you are meeting with through this exercise. (They do not have 
to respond verbally to you, but can journal their responses to the directed questions. 
Make sure you give space for response a�er each question.) 

A psalm of David. 

 1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 

What are your wants? What are your desires? Ask God how he wants to shepherd those 
desires.

 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
      He leads me beside quiet waters, 

Where are the green pastures and quiet waters in your life? Picture yourself lying 
beside them. How do you feel? If you were to describe this experience in one word 
what would it be? Repeat that word until it fills your mind.

 3 he restores my soul. 
       He guides me in paths of righteousness 
       for his name's sake. 

In what ways does your soul need restoring? Quietly confess your failures to God. 
Picture yourself placing your small hand in your Heavenly Father’s hand and allow him 
to lead you on the path of ‘righteousness’. What does this path look like?

 
4 Even though I walk 
       through the valley of the shadow of death, 
       I will fear no evil, 
       for you are with me; 
       your rod and your sta�, 
       they comfort me. 

Tell God about the dark places in your life that you are afraid to walk into. Again 
picture yourself placing your small hand in your Heavenly Father’s hand and now 
allow him to lead you on the path that leads into this darkness. Feel the strength of his 
grip and the steadiness that his rod and sta� give you on the uneven, unknown 
ground. To comfort means “to strengthen, to give courage”. Feel the courage rise in 
you as God’s presence strengthens you to face the darkness.

 5 You prepare a table before me 
       in the presence of my enemies. 
       You anoint my head with oil; 
       my cup overflows. 

and you feel it gently running through your hair and over your brow and down your 
cheeks and neck. Give thanks to God for the ‘oil of blessing’ that he is pouring out on your 
life. In what ways does your cup overflow?

 6 Surely goodness and love will follow me 

       all the days of my life, 

       and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 

       forever.

Picture yourself in God’s house. What does it look like? What is your favourite room? Ask 
God to help you learn to live in a way that will ensure that goodness and love follow you 
all your days? What is that way?

Now, invite them to go back to Psalm 23. This time have them read the Message version 
and go through the passage again and stop and write down words or phrases when 
something stands out. Remind them not to get hung up worrying about whether or not 
it’s God’s voice they are hearing or their own. Encourage them to trust that they are 
o�ering themselves to him in his word and that the worst case scenario will be that they 
pray God’s words back to him.
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Picture yourself surrounded by an army of enemies. They are bristling to attack. They 
hurl threats and insults as well as weapons, but they all fall short. Instead they have to 
watch as you are seated at a banquet table, and served all of your favourite foods by 
your father. As a further sign of blessing he li�s a jug of the purest olive oil above your 
head and you feel it gently running through your hair and over your brow and down 
your cheeks and neck. Give thanks to God for the ‘oil of blessing’ that he is pouring out 
on your life. In what ways does your cup overflow?

 6 Surely goodness and love will follow me 
       all the days of my life, 
       and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
       forever.

Picture yourself in God’s house. What does it look like? What is your favourite room? 
Ask God to help you learn to live in a way that will ensure that goodness and love 
follow you all your days? What is that way?

Now, invite them to go back to Psalm 23. This time have them read the Message 
version and go through the passage again and stop and write down words or phrases 
when something stands out. Remind them not to get hung up worrying about whether 
or not it’s God’s voice they are hearing or their own. Encourage them to trust that they 
are o�ering themselves to him and that the worst case scenario will be that they pray 
God’s words back to him.

L16 MORE
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You and your teens can schedule individual appointments with a spiritual director, or 
you can come as a group. This is a great way to introduce teens to the amazing 
resource of spiritual direction at the AOYC. Schedule a visit by stopping at the prayer 
booth in the back of the athletic complex or above the dining hall.

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION

Creativity comes alive at the Art Den! Express yourself in painting, drawing, writing, 
sculpting or doodling. All materials supplied. Sign up at the back of the auditorium to 
use the Art Den during one of your small group times, or come and participate during 
leisure time. It is located in Bricker Academic BA 112.

ART DEN

Visiting one of the prayer experiences as a small group may be something you want to 
do - groups o�en say it was a highlight of their time together! It can also be a way to 
encourage youth who are reluctant to participate in these great experiences. To 
schedule a time to visit the prayer spaces as a group, visit the prayer booth in the back 
of the athletic complex or above the dining hall.

PRAYER SPACES
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Reach Outs are happening on Saturday a�ernoon during Leisure Time and Sunday 
morning immediately following the Worship Session.  There is always a need for 
leaders!

On Saturday a�ernoon we encourage youth to step out in their gi�s, going into the 
community to hand out flowers and share the story of Jesus’ saving grace.  Students 
go out in small groups, accompanied by a leader (this is where we need you!), to 
spread kindness in the area surrounding the Wilfrid Laurier campus.

On Sunday morning students will choose to participate in either the Treasure Hunt, 
Practising Prayer session, or the Prayer Walk.  We need as many leaders as possible for 
the Treasure Hunt!  The more leaders we get, the more groups we can have, and the 
more people we are able to encounter and share Christ with through the leading of the 
Holy Spirit.  We could use a few leaders to engage and supervise the Practising Prayer 
session, but leaders are mostly needed for the Treasure Hunt.  No leaders are needed 
for the Prayer Walk.

If you have any questions regarding Reach Outs, talk to someone in a purple t-shirt.

Erika Haveman, Reach Out Coordinator
613-921-7405



ACCEPTING JESUS

L19ALL ONTARIO YOUTH CONVENTION

What do I say if someone asks me how to accept Jesus?

You can say something like this: "To ask God to be the centre of your life, confess to 
him that you need his forgiveness, invite him to enter your heart, and ask him to help 
you grow to be more like Jesus. He promises that he'll always be with you and that 
he'll complete the good works that he has started in you."

They can pray something like this:

Dear Lord Jesus,

Thank you for loving me, just the way I am. Today I ask you to be in my heart, and to 
be the Lord of my life. Forgive my sins, and make me a new person from the inside out. 
I want to be a Christian, a follower of Jesus.

I will follow you, for the rest of my life, the best I know how. 

In Jesus name I pray.  Amen.

To further encourage and equip a new Christ-follower, you can:

1. Help them connect with a church community.
2. Connect them with a mentor- a mature believer who can walk with them.
3. Give resources like a simple Bible study or a book that has encouraged you in your 

faith.
4. Pray with them, and for them.
5. Celebrate the amazing step they have taken!
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FOLLOW UP SUGGESTIONS
•  PRAY-PRAY-PRAY, and expect great things.
•  Share highlights on the drive home.
•  Encourage the students to find accountability partners as a way to follow up on 

commitments made at the AOYC.
•  Get an email of their reflections of the weekend and ask permission to use it as a 

tool to promote AOYC again in the fall.
•  Encourage youth to share experiences with your church in a significant way. 

Encourage the church to give them the time during a service to share and to also 
approach youth a�erwards (have a receiving line a�er the service for questions). 

•  Individual mentoring: Approach each youth who attended convention to learn 
their personal spiritual needs and find out how and where the Spirit is moving 
them.

•  Create a collage of pictures on a bulletin board.
•  Use session videos at youth group.
•  Youth leaders can do a follow-up in the week a�er the AOYC.

•  The kids that went to the AOYC can tell the other youth about their experiences 
and encourage them.

•  Talk about their experience at convention and walk along side them as they 
ease back into home life without losing the enthusiasm of what they have 
experienced and learned. 

•  Implement a social/debriefing session within two weeks of the AOYC. Spend time 
focusing on personal goals they wish to set for themselves. 

•  Plan a Celebration Service related to the convention. Email info@allontario.com 
for a guide on how to do this.

•  If the youth enjoy a particular convention speaker, have a follow-up lesson from 
the speaker’s literature or invite the speaker to come share at your church. 

•  Continue the theme of the AOYC throughout the year at youth group and use the 
youth lessons prepared in conjunction with the theme.

How do we pick up the pieces from this impactful event, and continue along the 
journey of making disciples? To help answer this question, you will find below a list of 
practical ideas for you to consider using at your church. Pick a few and focus on them 
a�er AOYC 2016. Strengthen the ministry back at your home church!
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Dream Big
Brandon Richardson
Bricker Academic BA 102

"Dream Big" is something we've all been encouraged to do since we were little and yet 
so many of us are missing the mark. In many cases, we were given a reason to 
dream…but not the tools to get there! Let's talk about it.

You Are A Gi�
Dave Lombardo
Bricker Academic BA 110

Not only does God give us gi�s, He also gives US as gi�s, to go out and change the 
world in His name. Come and discover how God wants to give you (and everything 
He's given you!) as a gi� to the world.

Transforming Mercy
Hayden Regeling
Bricker Academic BA 113

We are told by people in pop culture, our friends, and even our youth leaders that we 
need to show mercy, have compassion, and forgive. Why is this important? Why 
should we care about mercy? Learn why mercy matters.

The 21st Century Shepherd
Dylan Harper
Bricker Academic BA 209

In this session, take look into the “lost art” of shepherding that once produced many 
of the major players in the Bible, preparing them for their bigger purpose. Come hear 
how God’s called us all to be shepherds, and become equipped with tools to do it.

Evangelism and Transformation
Adam Shepski
Bricker Academic BA 101

Does God still transform people and communities?  Does God still heal the sick and 
empower His children to do the impossible to share Jesus with others?  Come listen 
and participate as we unpack what every Christian can do and how they can reach and 
love their friends by revealing Jesus to them.  If your heart burns to see others know 
Jesus, you won’t want to miss this session.

The Gi� of Tongues
Erick Schuringa
Bricker Academic BA 210

What is this strange gi�? Why would I want it? What would I do with it if I had it?  Learn 
the role of the gi� of tongues and how it helps us do ministry as followers of Jesus.

SATURDAY
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Discernment
Tim Teakle
Bricker Academic BA 202

Images, thoughts, ideas, messages, opinions, and beliefs come at us from all angles 
and o�en contradict or disagree with one another....so how do you know what is right 
or to whom you should listen?  By definition, Discernment is the ability to "judge well."  
This Reach-In will explore what the Bible has to say about discernment, and o�er 
some foundations and frameworks to better equip you to "judge well.”

Prophecy 101*
Sathiya Sam
Bricker Academic BA 208

Want to connect on a deeper spiritual level with your friends? Family? God? Grow in 
your ability to hear God's voice through this simple, practical, Bible-based teaching. 

Healing, Jesus-Style: The Healing Ministry of Jesus Today*
Emily Vandonk
Bricker Academic BA 201

Healing was a significant part of Jesus’ ministry. Jesus said, “Anyone who has faith in 
me will do what I have been doing." and "These signs will follow those who believe: In 
my name .... they will lay their hands on the sick and they will recover." In this 
workshop we’ll look at Jesus’ works, words, and ways of treating the sick and hurting. 
Come learn Jesus' healing ministry and be equipped to pray and heal like Jesus.

Exhortation
John Wildeboer
Bricker Academic BA 111

I almost died.  It helped me realize that the most important piece of life is to love 
people and to love God.  Go figure - it says that somewhere in the Bible.  If you want 
some great tools to help you grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ, I will share  
what I have found works well and how you can get the most from the Bible everyday!

Words of Knowledge*
Andy Luchies
Bricker Academic BA 211

In this session, we’ll be looking at how to hear God's voice in general, how to know 
when God is telling you something for another person, how to tell that person in the 
least awkward way possible.

* If you attend these Reach Ins, you’re invited to join the speakers to practice what you’ve 
learned, from 3:30pm-5:30pm on Saturday, right a�er Reach Ins. This is a great chance to 
grow in your gi�s!
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Random Acts of Kindness
In Front of Bricker Academic, 3:45pm

This is an opportunity to step out in your gi�s to bless the community around Wilfrid 
Laurier.  You’ll go out in small groups to share Jesus with the people you meet through 
words of encouragement, prayer, and blessing those people with flowers to brighten 
their homes. This Reach Out is always a lot of fun!

REACH OUT - SATURDAY

Treasure Hunt
Athletics Complex

God loves to use you in His plans to bring others closer to Him.  You’ll pray and ask the 
Lord for di�erent words, names, pictures etc… before going on a walk to find the 
“treasures” that God has in store for you to encounter.  In the past at the AOYC we’ve 
seen you impact hundreds of lives for Jesus through this activity!  You won’t want to 
miss out on continuing to make history.

Practice Prayer
Bricker Academic, 2nd Floor

Challenge yourself to hear God’s voice and learn how to pray.  We’ll run through a few 
di�erent exercises that you can apply to your prayer life.  The activities won’t be 
comfortable, but they’ll push you to understand more about God, praying for yourself 
and praying for others.

Prayer Walk
Alumni Field

Spend time walking the Laurier campus to pray for all the di�erent things that happen 
here throughout the year.  You’ll travel to di�erent stations that will tell you what and 
who to pray for before taking a couple minutes to say a prayer.  

This activity is limited to the first 100 participants.

REACH OUT - SUNDAY
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LGBT and Me
Mike Gordon
Bricker Academic BA 201
Right now this is one of the hottest topics in our culture. One thing that makes it 
challenging is not knowing where the church stands. What do we believe? What does 
the Bible actually say? Why does one Christian denomination say yes while another 
one says no? Why do Christians get attacked because of their stance on same-sex 
marriage? What do other religions say? How we understand and respond to this issue 
is important. Join us as we try to tackle this huge topic.

Porn
Brandon Richardson
Bricker Academic BA 110
Porn. No matter where the study takes place, researchers cannot find enough people 
who have not looked at porn in their lives to get an understanding of how the brain 
looks before porn. It's everywhere and it's a click away, but what if the truth about 
porn was that we didn't really have a porn problem but another problem altogether?

Taylor Swi�, Ed Sheeran, or Drake?: Tools For Chritians to Engage Popular Music
Micah Vandijk
Bricker Academic BA 102
This session will introduce specific questions and tools that Christians can use to 
discern an appropriate response to the music we hear each day.   Examples will be 
used from Billboard's Hot 100 and radio.

Anxiety Is Normal, But...
Karen Martin
Bricker Academic BA 209
Anxiety is a normal part of our existence though some of us experience it more o�en 
and more deeply. Whether anxiety is a problem for you or someone you know, 
increase your understanding and learn practical strategies to manage it.

Nature, Adventure and Faith - How Caring For Creation Is An Act Of Worship
Lindsay Barden
Bricker Academic BA 212
The natural environment is something we all have in common, and something which 
God called “good,” how then do we live out our faith in relation to creation? Lindsay 
will share her journey to discovering her calling in Creation Care through travel, trial & 
error, and God’s good grace. Bring your tough questions about the environment and 
God, open discussion in community is the best way to grow!

SUNDAY

increase your understanding and learn practical strategies to manage it.
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Depression
Adam Shepski
Bricker Academic BA 208

Join me in a personal journey in talking about depression.  Together we will journey 
through the inky blackness of hopelessness and towards the tools to cope, and 
towards the light of Jesus in us.  This workshop will be safe, practical and life giving.

A Life Worth Living
Jessica Harper
Bricker Academic BA 202

Today, I believe that everyone has a story worth telling...but a year ago I didn’t even 
believe mine was worth living. Having overcome a life filled with abuse, eating 
disorders, self-hate and attempted suicides, I’m now living to tell my story of victory 
through the love of Jesus, in order to help others know that they’re not alone, and that 
their lives are worth living!

Hungry For More Action: World Renew
Melody Mendonca and Ryan Geleynse
Bricker Academic BA 101

This workshop looks at our role as Christians and citizens to advocate locally for 
ending global hunger by guiding participants  along the advocacy spectrum from 
understanding to action. Through a simulation game, participants will explore the 
challenges family farmers face in developing countries and the critical role they play in 
tackling global hunger. Participants will then build on their understanding of 
advocacy, the importance of addressing deeper underlying causes of hunger and 
poverty, and ways to take action through a facilitated discussion. The workshop will 
culminate with participants applying their advocacy skills by taking part in a live 
advocacy action. 

A Heart On Fire For Jesus
Dr. Jane Sinden
Bricker Academic BA 113

Do you have a heart that is truly on fire for the Lord? Do you love Him with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind?  Have you told Him that you are 
willing to do whatever it takes to follow Him?  In this Reach In session we explore what 
it really means to surrender and follow Jesus. We examine the scriptures and my 
doctoral work on emotion. And I share my childhood journey through sexual abuse, 
cutting, anxiety, eating disorders, and other self destructive behaviours to my life 
today lived in freedom in Jesus Christ.  

SUNDAY
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SUNDAY
AOYC Nicaragua Mission Trip
World Renew
Bricker Academic BA 211

Want to take your love for others a little further? Like to travel? Want to learn more 
about World Renew? Enjoy meeting youth from other cultures? Want to learn about 
life in communities overseas? Like to try new foods? If you answered “YES” to any of 
these questions, this Reach In is for you! For the past five years, World Renew has 
teamed up with teens from Ontario and Nicaragua who want to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus, and learn more about themselves and asset-based community development.

This Reach In will tell you the story of how the 2016 AOYC/World Renew Nicaragua 
mission trip impacted these volunteers. Come and hear how they’re continuing to 
impact their own communities, focus on relationships, and live out their faith. We’re 
currently recruiting for the 2017 March Break team - interested youth and leaders are 
welcome!
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The disregard of the following rules will automatically result in being sent home 
at your own expense.
 1.  I will not possess or use any illegal, non prescription, or illicit drugs or alcoholic 

beverages of any nature while at convention.
 2.  I will not bring to convention any form of weapon.

The disregard of the following code of conduct will result in a meeting with the 
discipline committee.
 3.  I will attend all Worship Celebrations, main sessions, and Reach In / Reach Out 

sessions during the convention.
 4.  I will not be found in any part of a dorm designated to the opposite sex at any time 

of day or night.
 5.  I will not bring to convention any stereo or radio communication device. Any 

personal listening devices will only be used in my room a�er lights out.
 6.  I will not cause damage to any property of the convention or that of the University 

where the convention is held. I agree to pay for any damage caused in my room or 
damage I am found to have caused.

 7.  I will not interfere with any life saving equipment such as fire alarms, extinguishers, 
fire escapes or first aid kits.

 8.  I will abide by the 12:00 am curfew - I will not leave my dorm room a�er this time.
 9.  I shall not order food to be delivered a�er the 12:00 am curfew. Food delivered a�er 

12:00 am will be sent back by the Safety Team.
10.  All tobacco use will be limited to the designated areas as noted on the campus.
11.  I will not bring to convention any form of firework, sparkler, or combustible fuel.
12.  I will not leave the campus where the convention is being held during convention 

except when participating in o�-site events as part of the convention.
13.  I will dress in a way that is appropriate and respectful.



Faith-forming experiences 
for the CHURCH, by the CHURCH.

YOUTHUNLIMITED.ORG

The Scriptures call on Christ’s Church to serve as he served.  

Youth Unlimited provides opportunities for students to connect with Christ, 

the Church and their community. Where will you Serve next summer? 

Consider serving one of the Serve Host Churches right here in Ontario  

or one of the others throughout Canada and the U.S.

616.241.5616 ext. 3038 YU@YouthUnlimited.org



LEISURE TIME - WHAT TO DO?
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We know it can be hard to sort through all the great options for leisure activites, 
especially if it is your first time at the AOYC or if you’re solo for the weekend! 

Here are some suggestions for how to spend your leisure time.

• Visit the Prayer Spaces for some quiet, reflective time with God

• Join a board game in the AOYC Lounge - if you’re looking for someone to play with, 
ask the people in pink shirts!

• Show o� your cannonball skills in the pool

• Build a scale model of the Sistine Chapel out of LEGO in the AOYC Lounge

• Join in some pick-up soccer or frisbee (Friday a�ernoon), or catch some sun while 
you watch the game

• Make a masterpiece in the art den (Bricker 112)

• Do a RAOK (Random Act of Kindness) with the Reach Out team (Saturday, outside of 
Bricker Academic)

• Rock the house during open mic time in the AOYC Lounge
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can be big, like Sistine 
Chapel big. Or it can be small, like 
a sketchbook full of possibilities 
small. It’s about what you choose to 
do on the one hand, and who you 
are on the other. You are more than 
your job, and changing the world 
is more than making something or 
helping someone. 

To change the world, we need to 
listen, communicate, research, 
create. God has a calling for  
each of us, wherever we go. 
And that changes everything.
Including you.

Think you can  
change the world  
with a brush stroke?

 We do.

A degree you can believe in.redeemer.ca

CHANGE


